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 Catch your dog doing something right! Always be prepared to reinforce behaviors you like. The 
more you let your dog know which behaviors you like, the more likely he will be to repeat them! 

 
 Enjoy your dog!  Spend time with your dog outside of training sessions.  Really get to know him.  

What are his likes and dislikes?  What captures his attention?  What does he have to teach you?  
Become his friend and partner.   

 
 Dogs do what works! If a dog’s actions get him something that he enjoys, he will continue to do 

those behaviors. If a dog’s actions cause something he doesn’t like, he will stop doing those 
behaviors.  

 
 Teach your dog to pay attention to you. If he is paying attention to you, he can’t be paying 

attention to other distracting things. It will be much easier to redirect your dog’s behavior if he 
will stop and pay attention to you when asked.  

 
 Reduce stress! Dogs and humans do not learn well when they are stressed. If you or your dog is 

stressed, stop training and try again later. Reducing stress in your dog’s daily life will help him to 
be more receptive when it is time to learn new things.  

 
 Plan ahead and set your dog up to be successful. Set up the environment so your dog will make 

good behavior choices. For example, do not leave the chicken on the table while you leave the 
room, unless you take the dog with you! Or, unless you want the dog to eat the chicken!  

 
 Dogs react to our thoughts and emotions. Think positively! Instead of thinking about what you 

DON’T want your dog to do, create a lovely picture in your mind of what you DO want it to do. 
Then help to make it happen.  

 
 What you use to reward your dog must be something that the dog thinks is special! It isn’t 

enough for YOU to think it’s special. Use whatever it is that your dog gets excited about, even if 
it’s not your choice at the time. You will get better effort out of your dog!  
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